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‘public ee mayrngeeor in 1864, ena- 


i led “‘ every male person of full age, resid 
ing in any neighborhood or sdhool district, 


‘and entitled to hold lands in this State; who 
owns or hires real property in such neigh- 
‘borhood or district, subject: to taxation for 
school : purposes,” to vote” at any school 
meeting heldin such neighborhood or dis- 
trict, including yoting for Trustees. This, 
language may well’ inelude ‘soma persons 
not’ yet naturalized, and therefore not citi- 
zens, Upon any view of the Constitution 
which allows. giving the right to vote. at 
these méetings to men not citizens, it can 
be given to women. 

Moreover, as our common , school ‘system. 
is not prescribed by the Constitution, but 
is the. creature’ of legislation, it does not 
seem impossible that the power of the Le- 
gislature to'say how its managers ‘shall: be 
selected may not be broader -than .whefi 
constitutional officers are in - question. 
Something of this sort was said in a case 
decided about twelve. years ago, affecting 
Saratoga Springs. . The Legislature or- 
dained:a Board..of Education for that vil- 
‘lage; and, instead of providing for a popu- 
lar election of .members of the- board, it 
nated them outright in the law. _ The Vil 
lage Trustees objected to this, and: refused 


to give the Board of Baucation the money: 


which the law directed. they should have, 
for, they said, the members of such g board 
are Village officers, and under: the Constitu- 
tion must be elected by the electors of the 
village. But Justice Porrmr decided that 
they. are not village officers,. but. officers 
who may be “appointed as the Legislature 
may direct.” 

Taking into view the delicacy and difi- 
culty of these: questions, and the general 
desire of the people that counsel and ¢o-op- 
eration of women on’ school questions 
should be invited; we belisve that the Le- 
gislature will best. discharge its duty by 
passing a carefully-prepared and judicious 
bill embodying tha object desired, and leav- 
ing its constitutionality to‘be determined in 
the Court of Appeals... The course at Al- 
bany thns far seems at once hasty and irres- 
olute. First, a law is passed; then it is 
pronounced inadequate and another is hur- 
ried forward ; and, lastly, this is to be with- 
drawn and the reform abandoned, upon an 
unargued suggestion that any change is. un- 
constitutional.. The courts can: - datermine 
this last matter. better than the committees. 
Let the committees frame, + with. delibera- 
tion, the law best expressing the popular 
will in'1880, and leave it to:the courts’ to 
gay whether this.must be foreborne in def: 
érenée to the views of 1777, 


Sopaeeeerercoeeaemieeneeeemees] 
BRADFORD V8. MGRaTH. 

The action at law in whieh Mr. Brad- 
ford, of Clinton,. Ill. , is the plaintiff is eer- 
tainly a novel one, and will be watched by 
‘the: members of the legal profession with 


much interest... Mr. Bradford: sues. to re-} 
der, in singular confirmation ot the ’® gloomy legend 


cover $5,000 from his father-InJaw as 9 
slight compensation for the injury which 
the plaintiff has sustained in matryitig. an 
incomplete. and unsatisfactory wifé. The, 
complaint contains a chatge of fratidalent 
inisrepresentation on the part of the father- 
in-law—whose name is McGrath—and ‘of 
conspiracy between McGrath and his daugh- 
ter to entrap the plaintiff into martiage. © 

The hiatory of the cade is briefly as fol- 
lows: Mr. Bradford is a respectable citi- 
zen. of Clinton, IIL; of about 40 years of 
age, and engaged in the house ‘and. sign 
painting business. About two. years ago 
Mr. MeGrath and his’ family, consisting of 
& wife and one daughter, moved ‘into the. 
towh.. Mr. MeGrath was s retired pork 
| person of much reputed wealth and of pleas- 


antand genial manners.: His daughter was | 
® young lady of undeniable beauty. She |. 


was, however,- very - ‘slightly. lame: She 
‘gould. hardly be said to limp, except when 
she tried to walk unusually fast, and she 
could sit'down gracefully if: she gave her... 
‘self ‘plenty of time, Nevertheless, it wag 
‘aodeniable that she was a little lamie, a fact 
whieh somewhat prejudiced the marriage- 
able epee mas oe the community ee 
her. th 
+ Me. Bradford. was greatly’ pleased with: 
Miss, McGrath, and was frequent visitor 


ir gn ee er io treated | 


ach cordiality. In: due, tie-he be- 





of | that past of Mrs Bradford which had gone 


to “hed was safely sleeping, the wretched 
husband arose and by the light of the moon 
exatained the rest.of her, which she had left 
‘lying on the table. “That it was cork there 
gould not be the slightest: doubt, and Mr. 
Bradford’ ‘sadly, perceived that he had been 
made the victim of misplaced confidence, 
hat in his: indignation he should have 
sued Mr. McGrath was perhaps natural, 
but it is very doubtful if his suit will inure 
‘to the benefit of anybody. but the lawyers. 
He may be able to prove that the defendant 
falsely represented. that Miss: McGrath was 
purely human, whereas she. was in one im: 
| portant Fespect merely a combination of } 
cork and steel springs, He may also prove 
that Mr. McGrath indiced him. to hecome 


his ‘son-in-law by the pretense that Miss 


MéGrath’s lameness was due: to a: slight 
stiffness: of the knee, which would very 
probably disappear in time. It. may, 
furthermore, be shown that Miss McGrath 
was privy to this deception, and that she 
united with her father.to ¢onceal her corti- 
cal peculiarities, and to thereby secure a 
husband.. But: even if the: plaintiff does 
suceded in fully proving his case, it does 
not follow that he can. recover any damages, 
. ‘The defense will undoubtedly claim that 
Mr. Bradford has been deceived through 
his own negligence, and that jhe maxim, 
caveat emptor, applies toa husband as well 
as to the buyer of a horse; that no action 
for damages ¢an be brought by a man 
against his wife, and that hence her agree- 
ment with her father to deesive her husband 
does not make her father.a conspirator, in 
the legal sense of the term. It will also be 
maintained that Mr, Bradford gave no 
valuable consideration for lis wife; that 
Mr. MoGrath never undertook to deliver to 
him ‘one (1) complete and genuine wife,” 
and that hence, there being no contract, 
Mr, Bradford has no right of action. . 
Probably Mr. Bradford will losé his suit, 
andit'is to be hoped, in the interests of 
domestic harmony, that he will lose it. . If 
it is decided that a man who ignorantly mar- 
ries a woman witha cork leg can recover 
damages from her father, every man who 
has married a woman with artificial teeth, 
false hair, or a figure the beauty of which 
is due not to nature but to’ art, will rush to 
the. courts for relief—a state. of things 
which would be contrary to public morality. 
Mr. Bradford, in spite of his present: in- 
dignation, has no real-reason for complaint. 
By far the greater part of his wife 1s 
genuine, and he may find that a sectional 
wife, who.can be taken apart and put 
together again, is even more convenient 
and desirable than a. wife made, aceording 
to the usual plan, all in one picce. 
2 EI NERA SI A ET ARR EO 


The details of the late catastrophe in the 
‘Winter Palace, at St. Peteraburz, are still imper- 
fect, but enough has been learned 16 establish it as 
the most formidable of all recent attempts upon the 
Ozar’a life. This is.the second time that the fa 
mous palace has been the sceme of a projected mar- 


whieh clings to it. After the destruction of the 
‘building by fire in 1839, Count KiognmicHe., thea 
‘Prime Minister, sought to gratify the Ozar’ NicHo- 
Las by restoring it in an incredibly shorts space. of 
time, ‘The work proceeded night and day, and nota 
few of the laborers employed wers killed or erippled 


“during its progress, while many more were perma- 


nently injured by the stifling fumes of the fresh 
paint. Itis said thatthe mother of one of the vie- 
tims imprecated a solemn curse upon the palace, 
saying that ‘as the Romanorrs had made ‘it fatal 
to their peeple, so their people should make it fatal 
to them.” » This malediction, whether authentic’ or 
not, has, indeed, been amply fulfilled, © The ill- 
omened building witnessed the disgrace and expul- 
sion of KuRinmicHEL himself only a few years later. 
It-saw Nromonas die of a broken heart (by his own 
hand, as some say,) in.one of the.small rooms of the 
wing facing tho Neva. It was the scene of an at- 
tempted assassination of the Ozar in 1870, and it 
has now witnessed another and a deadlier one, 


(Re 
The obituary columns of the London papers 
have.jately recorded the death of agentleman who 
im early life, was the victim of his own mother in « 
most extraordinary ease of tmposture. The third 
Matquis  TownsHExd, « highly contemptible char 


| acter, ‘married, in 1807, Sanaw GARDNER, bat the 
‘indrriage was never consummated, and while, at her 
ingtance, a suit was. pending to aunal the same, she, 
in May, 1809, eloped with ose Joux Mancarrs, 


and assumed his name. “By: MARGEtTS she had sev- 


; eral children, and in. 1823 she gave. her eldest son 


the style of “Lord” Jon TOwNsHEND, whith he 
subsequently changed to that of Earl of LEICESTER, 
one of the titles then in the Townshend family... In 
December, 1823, she took her five ‘children, to 


all of whom have special fitness for 
cansequaice of previous studion 


Mr. E. H. Danny estimates in Harper’ M 
Rrevseachipsgimeoge hate. wep ve 
year, or nearly twice the amount that pass 
the Suez Oanal, will evantually be carried th 
‘ship canal Detween tae Gulf’ of ‘é exico -a 
Pacific. Ten years ago, before Ual 
veloped its framense grain trade, Admiral I 
the tonnage that the canal: would eo 
3,300,000, and computed the annual saving in | 
coat of freight, interest, sad inraranee at 99, 
000, According to Mr. Duxby's round sum 
Pace cosst produses more than 1,000, 00 
wheat annually. A million of tons | a 
will soon be tequired to mbes? 
amount: of grain to Europe, «and & 
beth ways will give the canal 
tonnage. Another «million of * 
be added by the extensive ‘coasting. ra 
the Atlantic and the Pacific States. The 
of the United. States alone will give the ‘canal a. 


tor the tes trade between China and Taped Q 
rope, the eommerce between Enrope and the 


may annually pass throagh this channel’ 
at 200,000,000. pounds, . whose. tr 


Australian trade, which includes neatly -300;000, 
000 pounds of wool, will contribute ‘about $00,000 - 
tons tothe business of the canal. Peru sends about 
300,000 er 400,000 tons of guano yearly to Europe, 
while Chili exports large quantities. of copper and 
nitrates, This commerce, with the return cargoes, 
and-the trade of Guatemala, Mexico, and Central 
America, will represent at least. 1,000,000. tons, 
Great Britain, aecording to Mr. Dsxsr's : figures, 
requires about 200,000,000 bushels of grain year! 
from other nations, About one-filth of her wheat 
draws from Valifornia and Oregon. . A-cargo of this 
_ig now four months in transitu, between the Pacifie 
coast: and Livérpool...The voyage. could be’ made. 
through the canal in about three weeks, and many) 
trips could be made ina year. The. British ‘Isles, 
would thus: save annaally a million) sterling im.-/ 
freight. .The canal, he- argues, would be the means 
of developing the produsts of the United States ou 
the Pacific Coast, and ot distributing ‘the manuiae 
tares of Enrope over the Pacific isles and shores | 


a 
GENERAL NOTES. 
a . 

Fast day has been appointed in Massachusetts ¥ 
for Thuraday, April 8: 


The Boston Journal of Thursday says: “ The 
Democratic City Committee last evening decided ta 
expel none of its members who have been actused ot 
akulduggery.” 

The, Louisville Courier-Journal Kas come te’ 
the melancholy conclusion that there are Democrate~ 
who distrust Democrats a asp al more than. brane 
distrust the Republieans. 


* Counellor Fogg, of Maine, Chairman ‘a 
Committee on Indian Affairs, charged the State; 

for services and expenses as such, when, as the Re 
pibliean papers ‘declare, he did not see am Imei. 
dian, but madea visit to Calais for sampolan: 7a 
poses solely. 


The Ocala (Fla). Banner of the 24th inst 
says; ‘The climate of no other State in the Unies: 
than ours will warrant the young people in having 
plenics in the middle of Winter. This ‘Winter has. 
been a season rich in these festivities in this county, 
sod on all ceniaiwas the young ladies When greys Ie 
May-day apparel.” ‘i 

A Halifax telegram cays thas sine OF the Oe 
children given birth to by Mrs. poate 
Pictou County, Nova. Scotia, on: Sunday, have: 
died, but that the motheris doing’ well. ‘Thi 
are In very poor sireumstaness. ‘The: 
New-Glasgow have” helped, them — ; 


that if he were'a Republican, and had the naming of 
the nominees for President, lis would alone 
Richard W:Thompson, Secretary of the, 
elaring him to ke one of the strongest.” ’ 
Repubtican Party, and believing that he 
his own State, Indiana, and certainly: 3 f 
New-York if any Republican can.” 

The editor of the Wheeling (W 
gencer, who is: visiting W. 
paper that Alexander H. ea 
pounds, but congratulates b 


chureb, and had them all christened. dy the name of | sieves 
Margais |. 


‘Townshend, and entered as ehildren of 


4 of thiat ilk, who all this time was living ¢ 
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